
From the 
Downers Grove
Fire Department

Fire-Safe
Holidays

HOLIDAY FIRES
• Keep your family safe by checking 

product recalls at www.cpsc.gov

• Space heaters should be kept at 
least 3 feet from any combustibles, 
such as furniture, clothing, paper 
and decorations.

• Keep all matches and lighters out of the
reach of children.

• Look for fresh Christmas trees.  As 
soon as the live tree begins to dry out, 
take the tree out of the home.

• Fireplaces that are used on a regular 
basis should be cleaned every year by a 
professional chimney sweep.

• Be extremely careful and follow the
manufacturer’s directions when using a 
turkey fryer.

Call the Downers Grove Fire
Department at 1.630.434.5986
to have a staff member assist 
your family with home fire 

escape planning.

FIREPLACES 
If you use your fireplace frequently, be sure
to have it cleaned annually.  Add wood to
fireplaces carefully, as sparks can fly into
the room.  Always use a fire screen and
burn only appropriate material.  Never
burn trash or paper in the fireplace as it
can float up the chimney and start a fire on
the roof or in your yard.  Never dispose of
ashes in paper bags or cardboard boxes,
even if you think they have cooled.  Always
use a metal container to dispose of ashes.  

CANDLES
All candles should be used in candle 
holders on a solid surface.  Never burn
candles near a Christmas tree or 
combustible decorations or displays.  Keep
candles away from curtains and other 
combustibles, and never put them in 
windows or near exits.  Don't leave candles
burning unattended or within the reach of
small children.  Extinguish candles before
you leave a room or go to bed.

Battery operated candles are a safer idea.



The winter months and holiday 
season including Thanksgiving,
Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanza,
and New Year's is a prime time for
residential fires. Decorative lights,
candles, parties where people drink
and smoke, and most of all, the
onset of the heating season, all
increase the likelihood of a fire.

USING SPACE
HEATERS WISELY
Keep space heaters at least three feet away
from furniture, bedding, walls, clothing and any
other combustibles.  Always use the proper fuel
for liquid-fuel heaters and be sure they are
vented properly. Refill them only in 
well-ventilated areas (outdoors is best) when
they are cool.  Make sure the type of space
heater you use is legal in your area and bears
the mark of an independent testing laboratory. 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
Be sure all indoor and outdoor holiday lights
bear the mark of an independent testing 
laboratory.  Throw away any lights that have
cracked or frayed cords or loose or damaged
sockets.  Do not overload electrical outlets
or run extension cords under carpets, across
doorways, or near heaters.  Be sure 
extension cords aren't pinched behind or
under furniture, and unplug all decorative
lights before leaving your home or going to
bed.  Never use electric lights on a metal
Christmas tree.  Never run outdoor 
extension cords across driveways or traffic
areas.  Power for all outdoor lighting should
be supplied by permanent weatherproof
wiring methods installed by a professional
electrician.  Make sure that extension cords
you use are of a gauge that will safely handle
decorations plugged into them.  Thicker cords
are safer cords!

CHOOSE FIRE-SAFE TOYS
When buying gifts for children, 
avoid toys made of highly flammable 
materials and small parts. Be sure that all
electric toys bear the mark of an 
independent testing laboratory.

Visit the Consumer Product Safety
Commission's website at www.cpsc.gov

WATCH CHILDREN
Use only lighters with a child-resistant safety
feature, and keep all matches and lighters out
of children's reach and sight, preferably up
high and in a locked cabinet.  Teach young
children to stay away from candles, fireplaces,
and space heaters.  Teach older children how
to light candles and fireplace fires safely and
supervise them at all times.

CHRISTMAS TREES
When choosing a live tree, buy one that is
not shedding its needles.  Cut about a 1/2"
band from the bottom of the trunk and place
the tree in an appropriately sized tree stand
that will not tip.  Be sure the tree is displayed
away from fireplaces, exits and heat sources.
Fill the stand with water and be sure to
check the water level daily.  If your tree
becomes too dry, remove it from the home
and store it outdoors, away from the building,
until you can dispose of it.

If you choose an artificial tree, be sure it is
flame retardant. 

SMOKE ALARMS
Make sure every level of the home has a
working smoke alarm. Install a smoke alarm
in each bedroom.Have furnaces checked and replace

filters regularly.


